Each student will design a research project comparing a political phenomenon across two or more regions and/or time periods. The aim is to get first-hand experience with the practice of comparative area studies. A first version will be presented as a PowerPoint presentation of 10 minutes maximum. The guidelines for the presentation will be introduced in the first session. The final paper will contain the final version of the research design in comparative area studies.
It should be no more than 1,500 words long (everything included). Details will be introduced in the first session. Please note that for all assessments, late submission and violation of the word or time limit will result in a lower grade.
Reading material
All the course material is available in electronic form. The syllabus only contains the required reading. Each week, suggestions for further reading will be made in class.
Learning outcomes
At the end of the course the student should be able to:
 Evaluate the contribution of area studies to political science;  Understand the potential of comparative area studies;  Reflect on the notion of "region" in comparative politics;  Reflect on the notion of "time period" in comparative politics;  Design a project comparing a political phenomenon across world regions or across time;  Summarize arguments, assess evidence, and formulate an opinion;
Schedule

Week 1 Introduction
The first session introduces students to the topic of (comparative) area studies. 
